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D0CUM3NT  SO.  220C  (12)  P*g0  1. 

TELEGRAM 

THE  .JC3ASSATOR  IN  JAPAN  (GREW)  TO  THE  SECRETARY 
OF  STATE 


TOKYO,  February  27,  1941—2  u.ra. 
Excerpt.  (Received  4:55  p.m.) 

317.  In  the  course  of  my  converontion  today  with  the  Foreign  Min¬ 
ister  ho  went  out  of  his  wn*'  to  accuse  the  British  Goverrmont  of 
taking  ner eures  in  the  Far  East  which  w ore  a  diroot  incitement  to 
Japan  and.  which  rendered  very  difficult  an  improvement  in  the 
eituatlon.  He  referred  in  oh  Ik  c< nnecti^n  to  the  reported  mining  of 
Singapore  and  the  sending  of  Australian  troops  to  the  Mol oya-Thai land 
border. 


I  said  that  it  oeemod  to  me  cxtraorcinary  that  the  Jaoaneso  should 
interpret  and  characterise  obviously  defenoivo  measures  as  measures 
of  offense.  As  1  had  said  to  the  Minister  at  the  American-Japan 
Society  luncheon,  we  must  inevitably  bo  guided  by  "facts  and  actions" 
and  that  certainly  tho  facts  and  actions  relating  to  Japan's  southward 
advance  were  concrete  caueen  for  serious  anxiety  net  only  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain  but  of  ''ursolves.  Having  occupied  in  succession 
Waichow,  Hainan,  the  Spratly  Islands,  and  other  areas,  the  Japanese 
military  were  now  pouring  troops  into  Indo-Chir.a  and,  according  to  our 
informer,  had  occupied  the  airport  in  Saigon,  quite  apart  from  naval 
activities  in  thooe  regions,  and  that  theso  steps,  tekon  in  conjunction 
with  the  public  utterances  of  many  Japanese  statesmen,  generals  and 
admirals  concerning  Jr-paresc  intentions  to  tho  southward,  had  created 
a  situation  which  could  hardly  bo  regarded  with  equanimity  either  by 
the  United  States  or  Great  Britain  since  they  threatened  not  only  our 
interests  but  our  possessions. 
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